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Biodiversity Significance

World Heritage Site inscription: 

The Peninsula is considered to be ñé of outstanding universal value for 

representing ongoing ecological and biological processes associated with the 

evolution of the unique fynbos biomeò

ÅCape Floral Kingdom ïsmallest and most diverse 

ÅOne of the worldôs biodiversity hotspots 

ÅHigh levels of endemism 

Å 2285 plant species - 158 endemic plants (7%) 

Å 801 animal species - 167 endemic animals  (21%)

ÅMarine biodiversity rivals the terrestrial biodiversity
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Key features of the TMNP

Å A National Park entirely within the City of Cape Town

Å Heart of the Cape Floral Kingdom ïa natural World Heritage Site

Å Marine biodiversity to rival terrestrial biodiversity

Å Primarily óopen accessô with 360 km boundary and 4 pay points 

Å Nearly 4 million visits a year and 1 million paying visitors

Å Multi-recreational use ïhiking, dog walking, mountain biking, horse riding

Å Economic driver of the local tourism economy

Å Fynbos - a fire driven terrestrial ecosystem ïitôs óborn to burnô





URBAN EDGE óFLASHPOINTSô

Å Fire

Å Baboons

Å Encroachments

Å Crime    

Å Financial sustainability 

Å Access 

Å Affordability

Å Recreational activities 

Å Pine trees
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ÅCircum-Peninsula firebreak

ÅFire Management Plan

ÅCo-ordinated Park and city fire services

ÅFire Protection Association 

ÅHelicopter fire fighting service

ÅRemoval of alien vegetation

ÅVolunteer fire fighting service

ÅFire proofing residences on the Urban Edge

FIRE : RESPONSE









BABOONS : RESPONSE

ÅPro-active research programme

ÅPartnership approach: 

- City, conservation authorities, 

community, NGOs

ÅBaboon monitors 

ÅBaboon proofing residences 

ÅEnforcement 



URBAN ENCROACHMENTS






