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Organization of the 
Presentation

ÅOverview of Urban Protected Areas

ÅIndia - Forest Cover and Protected Areas

ÅMaharashtra State ï At a Glance

ÅDetailed Overview - Sanjay Gandhi 
National Park, Borivali, Mumbai



Expected Outcome

ÅBuild awareness of Urban 
Protected Areas

ÅStrengthen Learning Partnerships

ÅProgress towards a Book



Context
ÅGrowing Urbanization and Socio -

Spatial inequalities

ÅCities and Protected Areas

ÅImpacts of Urbanization on Protected 
Areas

ÅExtreme need of Nature in Cities



Stakes - Southern Cities
ÅProtected Areas in 4 Major Cities

ÇTijuca National Park - Rio de Janerio - Brazil

ÇNairobi National Park - Nairobi - Kenya

ÇSanjay Gandhi National Park - Mumbai -
India

ÇTable Mountain National Park - Cape Town -
South Africa



Forest Cover of India

State of Forest Report -2009
Forest Survey of India

Govt. of India



Protected Areas in India
Exiting Protected Areas

India Area in Sq. 

Kms

No. of 

NPs

Area in 

Sq.Km.

% of 

Geog

. 

Area

No. of 

WLSs

Area in Sq.km. % of Geog. Area

3287263 89 37530.76 1.14 489 117042.04 3.56

Proposed Protected Areas

3287263 74.00 17258.48 0.53 218.00 16933.07 0.52

Maharashtra Existing Protected Areas

307713 5 955.93 0.31 35 14376.564.67

Maharashtra Proposed Protected Areas

307713 6.00 1308.61 0.43 15.00 -6567.77 -2.13

India: 31 - Tiger Reserves and 15 Bioshpere Reserves



FORESTCOVER OF MAHARASHTRA State-
iNDIA

Å 3rd largest state : 30.77 million ha = 9.36%

Å Physiographical division: 

Deccan Plateau, Central Highland, Eastern Chota Nagpur Plateau, Western Ghat 

and Coastal plain.

Geographic Area         3,07,713 km2 (9.4% of country)

Population                     96.75 million (9.4% of country)

Urban 41.02 million (42.4%)

Rural 55.73 million (57.6%)

Average Population Density     314 persons per km2

Tribal Population                              9.30%

Livestock Population  36.4 million (7.7% of    country)   

No. of Districts                                                             35              

No. of Hill Districts                                      7

No. of Tribal Districts                                     11

Recorded Forest Area

Reserved Forest (RF):             49,217 km2

Unclassed Forest (UF):              4,526 km2

Total:       61,939 km2

Of Stateôs Geographic Area        20.17%

Of Countryôs Forest Area                  7.99%



Forest Cover of Maharashtra Map
Forest Cover of Maharashtra State- India

State of Forest Report -2009
Forest Survey of India

Govt. of India



FOREST AREA : MAHARASHTRA

To recorded Forest Area of the State 61,939 Sq.Km

Forest Area as stateôs geographical area20.12 %

I.      Reserved Forests 49,217 Sq.Km

II.     Protected Forests 8195 Sq.Km

III.     Unclassed Forests     4527 Sq.Km

Forest Area in charge of Forest Department 55, 927 Sq.Km

Forest Area in charge of Revenue Department 2449 Sq.Km

Forest Area Statistics of Maharashtra



PA network in MaharashtraProtected Area Network in Maharashtra



Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMRDA map)
Greater Mumbai 

Metropolitan area is 

divided in two revenue

districts: 

üMumbai city District

(67.79 sq. km) and

üMumbai suburban

District

(370 sq km.)

ñMumbai Metropolitan Region 

(MMR)ò. The region

adds 3.887 Km2 to the Greater 

Mumbai area of 468 Km2, 



Population Statistics - Mumbai 
and Surrounds
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Paradise in the City
Sanjay Gandhi National Park

Mumbai

By

Suresh Thorat,

IFS

Chief Conservator of Forests

Forest Department of Mahrashtra



Location

Å Situated within city limits of 
Mumbai and Thane.

Å 15 kms. from both Domestic 
and International Airports and 
45 Kms. from southern most 
end of Mumbai. 1 Km. from 
Borivali Railway Station.

Å 72o53ô to 72o 58ô E longitude 
and 19o 88ô to 19o 21ô N 
latitude.

Å Situated in the Western Ghats 
ïa global mega-diversity area. 

Dahanu

Palghar

Tungareshwar

Mumbai

Tansa

Thane

Map not in scale

Borivali

Air Ports

Colaba



The Past and the Present

Å1950 Krishnagiri National Park 
(20 sq. km.)

Å1960 Handed over to Forest 
Department

Å1968 Borivali National Park

Å1976 Another 68.9 sq. km. Added

Å1981 Sanjay Gandhi National Park

Å1996 Final Notification under WLPA 
1972 for 86 sq. km. 



Sanjay Gandhi National Park

Mumbai Sub Dist =   44.45 sq. km.

Thane District       =   58.64 sq. km.

Total Area             = 103.09 sq. km.

Notified Area        =   86.00 sq. km.

Thane Dist.

Mumbai 

Suburban 

District



Values of SGNP

ÅBiological

ÅHydrological   

ÅHistorical

ÅRecreational

ÅEducational 

ÅSpiritual



Forests Types of SGNP 

1. Moist Teak Bearing 

Forests

2. Southern Tropical Dry 

Deciduous Forests

3. Southern Tropical Hill 
Forests

4. Mangrove Forests



Krishna Giri Upavan & Surroundings



A view of Mangrove Forests from Nagla Creek



A view from Kanheri Hill



Captivating Beauty of Tulsi Lake



Floral Value: About 800 species of Flowering Plants

Lagerstroemia

Strobilanthus Indian Laburnum

Flame of the Forests



Faunal Value

43 species of Mammals 45 species of Reptiles 150 species of Butterflies

12 species of Amphibians 300 species of BirdsThousands of Invertebrates



Some Important Birds of SGNP

Paradise Fly Catcher               Woodpecker Peacock



Monkeys of SGNP

Black Faced 

Langur

Rhesus Macaque

Bonnet Macaque



Deer of SGNP

Sambhar Deer

Spotted Deer

Barking Deer

Mouse Deer



Cats of SGNP

Rusty Spotted Cat

Leopard



Tulsi 
& 

Vihar 
Lakes

Hydrological values 



Recreational Zone of SGNP

Krishnagiri Upavan = 5 sq. km.

Boating

Gandhi Smarak

Tiger & Lion Safari

Childrenôs Park



Recreational Zone of SGNP



ÅBoating, Tiger safari




